
Dear Homeschool Friend,

Thank you for ordering BookShark’s History B+C Instructor’s Guide. 

Due to a printing error, the maps that provide answers for your Map Activities were not included in the 
guide. You will find those maps in this correction.

We recently released a new optional Hands-on History Kit that you may choose to use with this History 
program. We include a suggested schedule in these pages to pair up the projects with the content you 
cover in the texts. If you did not purchase this optional add-on but would like to, please go to  
www.bookshark.com/bchk.

Finally, the publisher released a new edition of the book The Cricket in Times Square, in which several 
passages were rewritten throughout Chapters 6–9. If you have an edition of the book published in 
2008, you may use the notes already present in your Instructor’s Guide in Week 29. If you have an edi-
tion published in 2022 which includes a Foreward by Stacey Lee, please use the notes included in this 
update for Chapters 6–9.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this product update, please feel free to contact us. You 
can reach us at (303) 797-2954, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm MST Monday through Thursday and 9:00 am to 1:00 
pm on Friday, or email us anytime at main@BookShark.com.

Thank you for making BookShark part of your homeschool day.

Sincerely,

The BookShark Team

Enclosure: Maps for History B+C Instructor’s Guide 
Schedule for New Hands-on History Kit 
Errata Sheet for 2022 edition of The Cricket in Times Square 

_______________________________________________________________________________
8022 S Grant Way, Littleton, CO 80122
303-797-2954 | main@bookshark.com

BCHBU Curriculum Update (2024)
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History B+C 
Schedule & Notes Update

 

Optional: Hands-on History: World History I & II (Condensed) Kit
Week Project Notes

Week 1 Archaeology Kit

The Optional Hands-on History: World History I & II (Condensed) activities are sched-
uled to correspond with BookShark’s content. Please note that the activities can be 
done over any days of the week. It isn’t necessary to do the project on the same day 
that the history content is read. You can purchase the optional hands-on kit at www.
bookshark.com/bchk (Item #BCHK). 

Follow the instructions in the kit to complete the Archaeology Kit this week. While 
your student learns how archaeologists dig for clues this week, they’ll learn to apply 
similar techniques with their own set of archaeologist tools to uncover hidden artifacts.

Week 5 Senet Board Game
Ancient Egyptians from all walks of life played the board game Senet. Your student 

will create their own board game set similar to what was found in King Tutankhamun’s 
tomb! Follow the instructions in the kit to complete the Senet Board Game.

Week 9 Trojan Horse
A famous legend from the Trojan War will be brought to life this week as your student 

builds a model of the Trojan Horse. Follow the instructions in the kit to complete the 
Trojan Horse activity.

Week 13 Dragon Puppet Follow the instructions in the kit to complete the Dragon Puppet activity.

Week 16 Chariot
For the hands-on activity this week, your students will create a working chariot, simi-

lar to those used during the thrilling chariot races of Ancient Rome. Follow the instruc-
tions in the kit to complete the Chariot activity.

Week 19 Viking Runic 
Carvings

Follow the instructions in the kit to complete the Viking Runic Carvings project this 
week. Vikings inscribed their tales and histories using runes. Your student will make 
their own rune carvings and a special carrying pouch.

Week 24 Stained Glass

Your book mentioned that carpenters, blacksmiths, roofers, glass-makers, and stone 
workers all contributed to building churches and cathedrals. During the Middle Ages, the 
presence of stained glass in churches became very important across Europe. Craftsmen 
melded art and engineering to create stunning works using cut, colored glass. 

Although there is no stained glass in the church yet on pp. 14-15 of The Usborne Time 
Traveler, you can see an example of stained glass on p. 108 of The Usborne Book of World 
History. 

Week 29 Letterpress
The development of the printing press brought the power of the written word to the 

masses. This week, complete the Letterpress activity in your kit.

Week 34 1903 Wright  
Brothers Flyer

For their final project, your students will create a model of the 1903 Wright Flyer—the 
first-ever powered airplane.
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History B+C 
Schedule & Notes Update

 

Day 1

The Cricket in Times Square | Chapters 6–7

Vocabulary

Chinatown: A neighborhood in Lower Manhattan with a 
high Eastern Asian population. [chap. 6]

emporium: A large retail store selling a wide variety of 
goods [chap. 6]

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What does Mr. Fong call Chester? Why? [chap. 6]
A:	 a Black Head General because of his strong head and thick 

head

Q:	 Why does Mr. Fong give Mario a bell for the cricket 
cage? [chap. 6]

A:	 because a fighter needs a bell to ring after a fight is over

Q:	 What was Tucker Mouse’s dream? [chap. 7]
A:	 to sleep on money inside a palace

Timeline and Map Activities

	 The Silver Temple (D7) up the Yangtze River (D7) (map 4) 

Day 2

The Cricket in Times Square | Chapter 8

Vocabulary

Coney Island: famous for its amusement park, roller-
coaster, and hot dogs.

gamboling: a playful skipping or frolicking about.

skinflint: a person who would save money by any means.

To Discuss After You Read

Crickets use their antennae to sense touch and odors. 
Also note, there is a two-dollar bill .

Q:	 What ideas (all bad) does Tucker have about how to 
deal with the eaten two-dollar bill?

A:	 pretend it’s a one dollar bill, eat it all, frame the janitor, 
frame a stranger, or steal two dollars from the lunch coun-
ter to replace it

Q:	 How does Chester get out of jail?
A:	 Tucker brings over the money he has found

Timeline and Map Activities

	 California (E1); Coney Island (D11) (map 2)

Day 3

The Cricket in Times Square | Chapter 9

Vocabulary

mulberry tree: a short tree with roundish leaves and deep 
purple berries.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 What sorts of food were on Mr. Fong’s table? 
A:	 leafy greens, flat mushrooms, steamed fish with zesty 

ginger, and egg drop soup

Q:	 According to the professor, Chester isn’t a Black Head 
General. What does the professor say about Chester?

A:	 that he’s a poet

Week 29
Date:� Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
History/Geography

The Cricket in Times 
Square

chaps. 6–7 


chap. 8 
 chap. 9 chap. 10
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Day 4

The Cricket in Times Square | Chapter 10

Vocabulary

“open air concert”: an outdoor concert or performance.

chamber music: music performed in a private room or 
a small hall. It is usually written for a small number of 
performers and avoids musical passages that would over-
whelm an audience in a small space.

ovation: enthusiastic applause.

arias: elaborate melodies sung by a single voice.

rhumba: strongly syncopated music for Cuban dances.

castanets: rhythm instruments that consist of two small 
shells that are fastened together, hung from the hand, and 
played to form a clicking sound.

vaudeville: light, frivolous stage entertainment especially 
popular in the early 20th century.

To Discuss After You Read
Q:	 According to Harry, why is music nice for a party?
A:	 because it gives you time to eat without having to make 

conversation

Q:	 Why did Chester start to play famous music?
A:	 his friends asked him to play something they knew; he had 

picked the songs up from the radio  n


